Bangkok's bus system prepares for major eco-friendly upgrade with 1,520 electric buses by 2027
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Bangkok’s bus network is set for a major overhaul that should matter to visitors as well as daily commuters, with the Bangkok Mass Transit Authority preparing to replace its ageing non-air-conditioned fleet with 1,520 electric buses by 2027. According to The Thaiger, the first vehicles are due to arrive by the end of March that year, with the change aimed at making rides cleaner, quieter and more comfortable on some of the city’s busiest urban routes.
For travellers, the most immediate impact will be on the experience of getting around central Bangkok. The new buses are expected to be deployed first on nearly 50 routes under reform, including inner-city loop services and connections through major districts such as Silom, Bang Rak, Khlong Toei and Rama IV. The routes also include links into the suburbs, which could make the city’s public transport network easier to use for both sightseeing and airport or hotel connections, especially on corridors that currently rely on older, less comfortable buses.
The BMTA says the fleet replacement should also improve safety and reliability. The new buses will be fitted with CCTV, GPS and accessibility features, while a series of demonstration vehicles are being used to test braking, handling and driver training. Two prototypes have already been completed, and a third is due to be shown publicly on 24 September, when the agency marks its 50th anniversary. The first 500 buses are expected by March 2027, followed by another 500 in April and the final 520 in May, according to the report.
The shift is also part of a wider clean-energy push in Bangkok public transport. The cream-and-red non-air-conditioned buses are due to be retired one for one, and fares are expected to stay in the rough range of 15 to 25 baht, in line with existing air-conditioned bus conditions. The BMTA says lower electricity costs, less maintenance and new fleet-management systems could save about 4.1 billion baht a year once the programme is fully rolled out, which it hopes will help stabilise its finances and support a more modern service for passengers.
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