Thailand tightens visa-free stays, shortening Nordic holiday durations amid crackdown on misuse
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Thailand has moved a step closer to cutting the length of visa-free stays for many foreign visitors, a change that would matter most to travellers from the Nordic countries planning longer holidays or extended winter escapes. According to ScandAsia, four notices putting the revised entry rules into effect were signed on 26 August, and an Interior Ministry letter dated 27 August says they have been sent on for publication in the Royal Gazette. 
The practical impact for visitors is straightforward: the current 60-day visa exemption is expected to fall to 30 days for most eligible nationalities once the new rules take effect. Thai authorities had already approved the rollback earlier this year, with reports from Thai immigration and visa specialists saying the Cabinet’s decision in May was part of a broader tightening of entry rules. The change is aimed at reducing misuse of the scheme, but for ordinary tourists it mainly means shorter stays without having to apply in advance. 
For travellers from Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden, the key point is that the new list of countries includes all five Nordic nations, alongside Australia, Canada, India, Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. ScandAsia says the 60-day allowance will remain in place until 15 days after the notices appear in the Royal Gazette, and at the time of writing no publication date had been confirmed. In other words, anyone heading to Thailand soon should not assume the shorter stay applies yet, but they should watch for the Gazette notice before finalising plans. 
There is also a separate rule worth noting for anyone considering overland travel in and out of Thailand. The revised framework is expected to limit visa-exempt entries through land borders to twice per calendar year, although some nationalities are exempt from that restriction. For most holidaymakers, that will matter less than the headline change itself: if you are planning a long stay, it will be worth checking whether you now need a visa in advance, rather than relying on a visa-free entry that once covered a much longer visit. 
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