Malaysian travellers to Thailand face stricter enforcement and fines for road violations
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Malaysians driving or riding into Thailand are being reminded to check the rules before crossing the border, after police in Kelantan warned that local traffic laws can differ sharply from those at home. For holidaymakers heading to places such as Hat Yai, Songkhla or other border destinations, the main message is simple: what is acceptable in Malaysia may still earn a fine, or worse, in Thailand.
Kelantan police chief Datuk Mohd Yusoff Mamat said motorists and motorcyclists should familiarise themselves with Thai regulations before travelling, pointing out that modified bikes are one area where the two countries may not see eye to eye. He also urged travellers to make sure they have the right insurance cover, so they do not end up detained or penalised on the other side of the border.
The warning follows reports that 17 Malaysian motorcyclists travelling to Hat Yai were issued 15 summonses by Thai authorities, costing 15,000 baht, for offences including flashing lights, loud exhausts and other violations. That echoes earlier reporting in March that Thailand was preparing tougher penalties for foreign drivers, with fines of up to 20,000 baht and possible jail terms for offences such as speeding, running red lights and using a mobile phone without hands-free equipment.
Travellers should also note practical paperwork issues. The Road Transport Department has advised Malaysians to carry a physical driving licence when entering Thailand, as digital licences are not recognised by Thai authorities, and one driver was reportedly fined for showing only a digital version at a checkpoint. For those taking their own vehicles, insurers and cross-border providers have also been promoting Thailand motor cover, but the key point for visitors remains the same: before setting off, check your licence, insurance and vehicle modifications, and assume Thai road rules will be enforced strictly.
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