Flood risk prompts travellers in Nakhon Phanom to stay alert as Mekong rises
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Travellers heading to Nakhon Phanom in north-eastern Thailand are being urged to keep plans flexible as the Mekong River continues to rise and authorities warn that low-lying riverside areas could face flooding in the coming days. The province has not been shut to visitors, but the most vulnerable districts along the river are under close watch, and conditions can change quickly after heavy rain.
According to local authorities, the districts most exposed are Mueang Nakhon Phanom, Tha Uthen, That Phanom and Ban Phaeng. Officials said the river level had climbed to 10.77 metres, still below the 12-metre critical point but close enough to prompt precautionary measures. The Department of Disaster Prevention and Mitigation issued its warning on 10 August, while the provincial governor urged residents and visitors alike to stay alert.
The concern is not just the river itself but the rainfall feeding it. Nakhon Phanom recorded 222.20 millimetres of rain on 9 August, and municipal officials said brief flooding had already appeared in some low-lying areas before drainage pumps brought water levels back down. Reuters-style reporting from the wider region has also noted that five north-eastern provinces are under flood warnings as more Mekong water flows downstream, with forecasters tracking another weather system that could add fresh rain.
For visitors, the practical message is simple: riverside sightseeing should be approached with caution, especially during periods of intense rain or after dark. Roads may remain open, but access to some waterfront areas, local markets and temples can be disrupted without much notice. Travellers already in the province should check with hotels or guesthouses before setting out, and avoid assuming that conditions in higher parts of the city are the same as those near the Mekong.
Authorities have widened their emergency messaging, using mobile network Cell Broadcast alerts as well as local notices to warn people in at-risk communities. Nakhon Phanom Municipality has also prepared sandbag distribution for residents, while officials have asked people to move valuables and vehicles to higher ground if they live near the river. At the same time, they have warned against sharing fake AI-generated flood images, a reminder that visitors should rely on official updates rather than social media posts when deciding whether to travel.
For tourists, the best approach is to keep the trip, but not the timetable. Nakhon Phanom remains an attractive stop for travellers interested in Mekong views, temples and local culture, yet the next few days could bring sudden changes in access and atmosphere. If you are planning to cross districts or spend time by the water, check the latest local advice before you go and be ready to alter your route.
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