Thailand launches free fruit check-in scheme at 20 airports to boost local produce exports
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Thailand is rolling out a year-long scheme that will let passengers check in up to 10 kilogrammes of fresh fruit free of charge at 20 airports, a move that could make it easier for holidaymakers to bring home local produce without paying extra baggage costs. According to VietnamPlus and reports in The Nation and The Straits Times, the programme begins on 1 September 2026 and runs until 31 August 2027.
The initiative is being run by the Commerce Ministry, through the Department of Internal Trade, in partnership with the Civil Aviation Authority and seven airlines: Thai Airways International, Thai AirAsia, Bangkok Airways, Nok Air, Thai Lion Air, Thai Vietjet Air and EZY Airlines. For travellers, the practical change is simple: standard fruit boxes will be available at designated points in participating airports, and each passenger may check in one box at no charge.
The airports included are spread across the country and cover both inland and coastal destinations popular with visitors. They include Nan, Lampang, Tak, Phitsanulok, Loei, Udon Thani, Khon Kaen, Sakon Nakhon, Nakhon Phanom, Roi Et, Ubon Ratchathani, Buri Ram, Prachuap Khiri Khan, Chumphon, Ranong, Surat Thani, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Krabi, Trang and Narathiwat. Officials say the scheme is intended to distribute 100,000 boxes, or roughly 1,000 tonnes of fruit.
For tourists, the appeal is obvious: it could make trips to orchards and fruit-growing provinces more rewarding, especially for anyone hoping to take home mangoes, rambutans, mangosteens or other seasonal produce. The Department of Internal Trade is also working with provincial commerce offices to bring farmers into airport selling areas, giving passengers a chance to buy fruit directly before departure. In effect, the airport becomes part of the shopping experience rather than just a place to leave from.
There are, however, clear limits. The fruit must be fresh, dry-packed and weigh no more than 10 kilogrammes in total. Travellers must use the boxes supplied by the Department of Internal Trade, seal them properly, and avoid items that could leak, smell strongly or attract pests. Durian is excluded, along with other fruit with a strong odour, meaning that not every Thai favourite will be eligible for the free baggage perk.
The programme is also a reminder that Thailand has used air travel before to help move seasonal produce. In 2019, the commerce ministry worked with four airlines on a similar fruit-carry scheme, although that earlier version allowed a higher limit. This newer, broader rollout suggests a continued effort to link domestic tourism with local agriculture, while giving visitors one more practical reason to shop at source before flying home.
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