Thailand tightens checked baggage screening, prompting smarter packing for travellers
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Thailand is preparing to tighten the way checked bags are screened at its airports, a change that matters most for holidaymakers because it could affect how long departures take and what travellers pack in their suitcases. The Tourism Authority of Thailand says the revised procedures will apply to baggage checked on or after 16 October 2026, and passengers are being urged to confirm the latest rules with their airline, departure airport and the Civil Aviation Authority of Thailand before they fly. According to the notice, current procedures remain in place until then. 
Under the new approach, security staff will be able to open checked luggage without the owner being present if screening raises concerns about suspicious, prohibited or potentially dangerous items. CAAT says this will not mean routine searches of every bag; rather, inspections will take place only when needed and will be carried out in a controlled area, with the process recorded on video. Travellers should then be told if their bag has been opened. The authority says the aim is to reduce delays while maintaining aviation security, and notes that similar practices are already used in countries including Singapore, Japan, South Korea and the United States. 
For passengers, the practical advice is straightforward: use an internationally recognised lock, such as a TSA-compatible one, and avoid putting valuables, fragile items, important papers or essential personal belongings in checked baggage. CAAT also recommends checking the list of prohibited and restricted items before travel, because officers may confiscate items that are not allowed. For people making connections, the warning is especially relevant, as baggage and security rules can differ from one airport to another on the same journey. 
Travellers who find that an inspection has caused damage, or have another issue linked to the process, can contact their airline or file a complaint with CAAT. The authority says further operational guidance may follow before the October start date. For anyone heading to Thailand later this year, the main takeaway is that airport security may become a little more flexible behind the scenes, but it also makes smarter packing more important than ever. 
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