Thailand introduces incentives to boost regional airline routes and decentralise tourism
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Thailand is preparing to make it easier for airlines to open new services to provincial airports, a move that could give holidaymakers more direct ways to reach destinations beyond Bangkok, Phuket and Chiang Mai. According to the Department of Airports, the "New Route–New Airline" initiative will offer a 50% reduction in landing fees and aircraft parking charges for qualifying services, in a bid to widen access to secondary cities and spread tourism income more evenly across the country.
For travellers, the biggest practical effect should be better connectivity. The scheme is aimed at routes that have never operated from a given airport, as well as services that restart after a long gap, and the reduced charges will apply for 12 months. A separate incentive is meant to draw airlines to airports where they have not flown for at least a year, with the fee cut lasting six months. In plain terms, that could mean more options for regional hops, fewer awkward connections and a stronger chance of finding direct flights to places that are currently harder to reach.
The policy is already part of Thailand’s wider push to develop secondary destinations. Nation Thailand reported that the Transport Ministry has been encouraging new domestic and international links to airports in smaller cities, and that earlier rounds of support have helped bring in routes such as U-Tapao to Udon Thani and Don Mueang to Nakhon Phanom. That same reporting says future services could include links to places such as Hua Hin and Pai, while an international Copenhagen-to-Krabi route has also been discussed.
For visitors planning a beach break, cultural trip or multi-stop itinerary, the incentive could make provincial travel more convenient and potentially more competitive on price, although it will not automatically make fares cheaper. Ticket levels still depend on demand, fuel, fleet costs and how many carriers decide to enter a route. But if more airlines do take up the offer, travellers may benefit from better schedules, more choice and simpler access to lesser-known provinces with beaches, heritage sites and outdoor attractions.
The timing also matters for travellers budgeting a Thailand trip. Airports of Thailand is raising the international passenger service charge at its six main airports from 20 June 2026, while domestic charges remain unchanged, according to Khaosod English. That means international departures from the country’s busiest gateways may cost a little more, even as the government tries to make regional flying more attractive. Together, the two measures suggest Thailand is trying to balance a more expensive hub experience with cheaper access to the rest of the country.
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