Betong emerges as a quirky mountain retreat with hidden historical gems
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Betong is emerging as one of southern Thailand’s more intriguing side trips: a compact border town that trades beach crowds for cooler mountain scenery, unusual landmarks and a slower pace. For travellers already exploring Yala province, it offers a mix of history, small-town character and easy walking that feels quite different from the country’s better-known resort destinations.
One of the strongest draws is how much of the town can be taken in without rushing. Betong’s centre is small enough to explore on foot, and its streets hold some of its quirkiest sights, from the old clock tower area to oversized post boxes that have become local landmarks. Reuters-style travel writing would usually call this novelty, but in practice it gives the town a playful personality that is easy for visitors to enjoy in a single weekend.
The best-known historical stop is the Piyamit Tunnel, about 15km from town. Travel listings describe it as a hand-dug underground network from the late 1970s, built by communist guerrillas and now presented as a museum-style attraction. Visitors can walk through parts of the tunnel, see former living and storage spaces, and get a clearer sense of the insurgency-era history that shaped this part of the border region. Most listings say it is open daily, usually from morning until late afternoon, with an entry fee that remains modest by tourist-attraction standards. 
Betong’s other signature sight is the Mongkollit Tunnel, Thailand’s first mountain tunnel, which has become as much an evening attraction as a transport link. By day it is simply a practical route through the hills; after dark, the blue lighting turns it into one of the town’s more memorable photo stops. Nearby, Route 410 adds another layer of appeal for road trippers, with winding mountain stretches that are especially popular with motorcyclists looking for a scenic drive rather than a quick transfer.
For a slower, more conventional stop, Wat Phutiwhat, also known as Wat Phanthai Aphiwat, offers a calmer counterpoint to the tunnels and roadside curiosities. The temple’s large bronze Buddha and hilltop setting give visitors a straightforward introduction to the town’s religious life, while the café scene is growing too. One of the more talked-about spots is a café inside a renovated abandoned building near the Mongkollit Tunnel, where rooftop seating gives wide views over the valley. For travellers weighing whether Betong is worth the detour, that combination of history, scenery and low-key convenience is exactly the point: it is not Thailand’s loudest destination, but it may be one of its most surprising.
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