Thailand’s new eco-friendly road trips reshape its tourism landscape
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Thailand is increasingly pitching itself as more than beaches and temples, and for travellers this opens up a different kind of holiday: one shaped by the road itself. According to the Tourism Authority of Thailand, the country’s quieter appeal now lies in misty mountain routes, forest stays and nights spent under open skies rather than in another resort by the sea.
The best-known of these journeys is the Mae Hong Son Loop, a roughly 600-kilometre circuit from Chiang Mai that winds through countless bends, hill-country valleys and Shan-influenced towns. Travellers usually need three to five days to do it justice, with stops in Pai for cafés and a relaxed pace, Mae Hong Son town for temple views over the valley, and Mae Sariang on the return leg. Local travel guides say the route is at its most comfortable between November and February, when the air is cooler and the fog can settle dramatically over the hills at dawn.
South of Bangkok, Khao Yai has become the clearest example of Thailand’s new outdoor style. The area around the national park now combines vineyard lunches, farm visits and wildlife drives with a growing choice of glamping sites. Some operators offer proper beds, firepits and breakfast service rather than basic camping kit, which makes the region especially attractive to couples and families who want nature without roughing it. Khao Yai National Park itself remains the anchor, with the chance to spot elephants, hornbills and gibbons adding genuine value to the trip.
Tourism officials are also trying to present this shift as part of a wider move towards greener travel. The Tourism Authority of Thailand has launched TravelGreenThailand.com to promote eco-friendly destinations and community-based tourism, alongside a "Zero Carbon" mobile application intended to help visitors and operators reduce emissions. For travellers, that means Thailand’s off-road appeal is no longer just about scenery; it is also about easier access to low-impact stays, more nature-led itineraries and a stronger reason to leave the usual resort circuit behind.
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