Bangkok’s cocktail revolution: inventive drink scenes redefine the city after dark
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Bangkok has long been a city for late nights, but its bar scene now offers far more than a good place to start, or finish, an evening. According to SilverKris, the Thai capital has moved from being a regional understudy to one of Asia’s most inventive cocktail cities, helped by a growing number of bars that draw on Thai ingredients, local hospitality and a strong sense of place. For travellers, that means the best places to drink are not just polished, but distinctively Bangkok.
For a high-end first stop, BKK Social Club remains one of the city’s strongest draws. The bar inside the Four Seasons Hotel Bangkok at Chao Phraya River combines Latin American glamour with Thai service, and has earned a place on Asia’s 50 Best Bars list, most recently at number 19 in 2025, according to The Finest Thai. It is also known for theatrical touches, rare spirits and live entertainment, making it a good fit if you want a dressed-up evening on the river rather than a casual neighbourhood drink.
Elsewhere, Bangkok’s more independent bars are where the city’s creativity really comes through. Bangkok travel guides highlight Rabbit Hole in Sukhumvit for seasonal cocktails in a discreet, intimate setting; Vesper in Silom for polished Negroni variations; Tropic City for rum-led drinks with a tropical edge; and Teens of Thailand in Chinatown for gin-based cocktails and Thai-inflected infusions. Each offers a different way to experience the city after dark, from speakeasy-style rooms to lively streetside energy.
Other names worth knowing include Bamboo Bar at the Mandarin Oriental, which bars-for-kings describes as one of Bangkok’s grand old cocktail rooms, complete with teak interiors and live jazz on several nights each week, and Mahaniyom Cocktail Bar in Thonglor, where the drinks are built around regional Thai ingredients and the menu is written in an unusually hands-on way. Rooftop bars still have their place too, especially for visitors who want skyline views with their drinks, but Bangkok’s real strength now lies in how much variety it packs into a single night out.
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