Thailand faces disrupted travel plans as heavy rain and rough seas forecast across the country
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Travellers heading across Thailand on Saturday should expect a wet day, with the Thai Meteorological Department warning of heavy rain in parts of the North, upper North-east, East and south-west coast, alongside rough seas in the upper Andaman Sea. According to The Thaiger and the Thai Meteorological Department, the main concern is not only short, sharp downpours but also the build-up of rainfall that can quickly turn roads, tracks and low-lying areas difficult to use.
The weather pattern is being driven by a monsoon trough stretching across northern Thailand towards Laos and a low-pressure area over northern Vietnam, with a strong south-westerly monsoon affecting the Andaman Sea, the mainland and the Gulf. The Nation reported that officials are warning of flash floods and run-off in six provinces, including Phitsanulok, Phetchabun, Chanthaburi, Trat, Ranong and Phang Nga, especially near foothills, waterways and flood-prone ground.
For visitors, the most practical takeaway is that beach and island plans on the west coast may be the most disrupted. The Thai Meteorological Department says waves in the upper Andaman could reach 2 to 3 metres and climb above 3 metres in thundery areas, while small boats have been told to stay ashore. On the east coast, including Trat and Chanthaburi, seas are also expected to be rougher than usual, with waves around 2 metres and higher in storms.
Bangkok and surrounding provinces are not spared, with thunderstorms forecast over about 40% of the area. Temperatures remain hot and humid, but rain could arrive in bursts rather than a gentle all-day fall, which may affect commuting, sightseeing and transfers. For travellers, the safest approach is to build flexibility into the day, avoid river crossings and mountain roads during intense rain, and check local ferry and tour departures before setting out.
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