Koh Tao’s new wreck dives enrich marine habitats and diversify adventure for divers
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Koh Tao has long been one of Thailand’s most reliable islands for divers, but two deliberately sunk naval vessels are giving visitors something new to add to the itinerary. According to local dive-site information, the island now has the HTMS Sattakut, which was scuttled in 2011, and the newer HTMS Suphairin 313, sunk in September 2023. Together they give Koh Tao a rare combination of history, wreck-diving variety and marine life in one compact destination. 
For travellers, the appeal is straightforward: these are not just empty hulls on the seabed. The wrecks have become artificial reefs, drawing in schools of fish and encouraging coral growth. The Sattakut, a former US Navy vessel that later served with the Royal Thai Navy, sits at depths of roughly 18 to 30 metres and is already known for fish life, deck structures and the chance to practise wreck-diving skills. The newer Suphairin 313 rests upright near No Name Pinnacle in about 24 to 28 metres of water, with its highest point at 16 metres, making it an emerging site for divers who want to see a reef in the making. 
That gives Koh Tao an extra reason to stay on the map for both beginners and more experienced divers. The island already offers more than 20 dive sites, with depths ranging from about 10 to 40 metres, so the wrecks fit into a broader mix rather than replacing the classic reefs. For visitors planning a trip, that means a few extra choices: easy training dives, deeper wreck experiences and the chance to combine marine life with a more unusual underwater landmark. 
The conservation angle also matters. The island’s dive operators and local authorities have presented the programme as a way to balance tourism with marine habitat restoration, and the wrecks appear to be serving that purpose by providing structure for fish and coral. For travellers, the practical effect is a dive destination that feels a little different from the usual tropical reef break: part wildlife encounter, part underwater history lesson, and increasingly one of Koh Tao’s signature experiences. 
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