Phi Phi Islands regain appeal with renewed focus on marine conservation and accessible travel
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Phi Phi Island is drawing travellers back for the same reason it has long stood out on Thailand’s Andaman coast: striking limestone cliffs, bright water and easy access to snorkelling, diving and boat trips. According to travel coverage of the destination, the best-known pair in the archipelago are Phi Phi Don and Phi Phi Leh, both of which anchor the island group’s appeal for short breaks and island-hopping itineraries.
For visitors planning a trip, the practical draw is that Phi Phi is straightforward to reach from both Phuket and Krabi, with scheduled ferries and faster speedboat options available. Phuket-based travel information says the ferry crossing typically takes about 90 minutes, making the island one of the easier tropical escapes for travellers already in southern Thailand.
The strongest conditions for marine activities usually run from November to April, when visibility is best for snorkelling and scuba diving, according to local activity guides and Tourism Authority of Thailand information. That matters for travellers deciding when to go: this is the period most likely to deliver clearer water, calmer sea conditions and the best chance of seeing the reefs and marine life that make Phi Phi a favourite for first-time and repeat visitors alike.
There are also signs that conservation is shaping the visitor experience more directly. The Thaiger reported that snorkelling and scuba diving have resumed at designated sites inside Hat Noppharat Thara–Mu Ko Phi Phi National Park after a year-long pause linked to coral bleaching, with park authorities urging visitors to follow marine protection rules. For travellers, that means Phi Phi remains appealing, but the experience is increasingly tied to responsible behaviour , especially if the islands are to stay as attractive as they look in photographs.
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