Discovering Koh Samui’s hidden riches beyond the beaches
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Koh Samui is often sold as a beach escape, but some of its most rewarding experiences lie away from the sand. For travellers based at NH Collection Samui Peace Resort, the island’s quieter side is easy to reach: temple visits, forest walks, rural markets and coconut-related outings all offer a more rounded picture of life here than a sun lounger alone ever could.
One of the most striking stops is Wat Plai Laem, on the north-east coast. Visit Thailand Today describes it as a temple complex set around a lake, with a dramatic 18-armed figure of Guanyin at its centre, while Samui Map Info notes that the site blends Thai and Chinese Buddhist traditions. It is also free to enter, though modest dress is expected, with shoulders and knees covered. For many visitors, the appeal is as much visual as spiritual: bright sculptures, calm water, and the chance to feed the fish add a gentle, family-friendly stop to an island itinerary.
Inland, the mood changes again. According to Out Thailand, the island’s best-known waterfalls include Na Muang, where forest trails and cooler shaded areas make a welcome break from the coast. The same guide notes that conditions vary by season, with stronger flows in the wetter months and thinner water later in the dry period, so timing matters if waterfall viewing is a priority. Even so, the appeal is clear: this is where Koh Samui begins to feel lush and unexpectedly wild.
Local life is easier to find once you move beyond the busiest stretches of the island. Markets in rural areas offer a chance to sample regional dishes, pick up handmade souvenirs and see daily island routines at a slower pace. The coconut trade is another part of that story. As the lead article points out, plantations can give visitors a useful introduction to an industry that has long shaped Koh Samui’s identity, economy and landscape. For travellers who want more than a resort holiday, these experiences add depth without demanding much effort.
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